
 

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

September 29, 2022, 6:00 PM 

IN PERSON - Sedro-Woolley Municipal Building, Council Chambers 

325 Metcalf Street, Sedro-Woolley 

Committee: Councilmembers Joe Burns (Chair); Sarah Diamond; and Glenn Allen 

Lead Staff: Charlie Bush, City Administrator 

 

a. Call to Order 

Chair Burns called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Council member Diamond could not attend 

due to an excused absence. 

b. Approval of Minutes from April 28, 2022 

The Committee approved the minutes with a 2-0 vote. 

c. Discussion and Possible Action Items 

1) Developer Feedback – Nan Darbous-Marthaller, with Heritage Construction Group LLC, 

discussed a variety of ideas with the Committee stemming from her experiences 

developing in the area.  The committee discussed a wide variety of topics including alley 

beautification, community engagement, placing cut outs of people in vacant storefronts, 

using volunteers more (ex. Boy Scouts), murals, Downtown improvements, new art, 

better parks directional signage, and an artistic mural of the community’s map. 

Charlie Bush mentioned the possibility of generating more energy in the community by 

encouraging people to express their love for the community through things like more 

volunteer work, art, and community pride.  He also mentioned the connection to history 

that is present in the community and that could be amplified to create tourism 

opportunities.  He recommended doing a workshop with author and keynote speaker 

Peter Kageyama to help generate more community energy.  He also recommended, and 

Committee built upon the idea, a grant program that would reimburse organizations 

and individuals for completing beautification projects in the community.  The 

Committee asked Charlie to scope such a program and to report back with updates.  

Some examples the Committee discussed for how grants might be applied included 



restoring ghost signs on Downtown buildings, historic plaques on those buildings, 

window art, events (ex. wine tasting), more physical (non-electronic) community 

banners showing what is occurring, enhanced and additional concert series, outdoor 

movies, and bike path improvements.  The Committee asked for broad discretion with 

the grant program and titled it a community development grant program. 

Additional conversations occurred around providing more parking and possibly 

contracting with an application provider for parking availability information.  There was 

also discussion of large lots near Downtown that could be used for temporary parking.  

There was mention of Sedro-Woolley’s crime reports often attaching to the zip code and 

appearing as inflated over reality.  Finally, there was some discussion about better 

publicizing the annual community event calendar. 

2) Mobile Vendor Business License Fee Changes – report from April 27 meeting – Charlie 

Bush reported that no businesses attended the meeting to discuss changes to the 

mobile vendor business license fee.  The Committee supported staff moving forward to 

the Council with a new fee that is significantly reduced and also asked for a regulation 

change to restrict the distance from which a food mobile vendor can set-up from a 

restaurant without the restaurant’s consent. 

3) Planning for Economic Development “Focus Group” that is in the City Council’s 

strategic plan action items – The committee made plans to invite the following people 

to an economic development focus group, to be convened as a result of the City’s 

strategic plan.  People to be invited include: 

• Lawyer 

• Wine or art business 

• Restaurant owner 

• Long-time small business owner 

• Short time small business owner 

• Large industry CEO 

• Salon owner 

• Drive in coffee stand owner 

• Business that chose not to locate here 

The focus group will take place early in late 2022 or in 2023. 

d. Next Meeting: To be determined.  The Committee asked staff to call for the next meeting 

when project updates are available. 

 

e. Adjournment 

The  City  of  Sedro-Woolley  assures  that  no  person  shall  on  the  grounds  of  race,  color,  

national origin,  sex,  age,  disability,  income,  or  Limited  English  Proficiency  (LEP)  as  



provided  by  Title  VI  of the  Civil  Right  Act  of  1964,  Title  II  of  the  American  with  

Disabilities  Act  of  1990,  and  related nondiscrimination  authorities,  be  excluded  from  

participation  in,  be  denied  the  benefits  of,  or  be otherwise  subjected  to  discrimination  

under  any  City  of  Sedro-Woolley  sponsored  program  or activity.  The City of Sedro-Woolley 

will make every effort to ensure non-discrimination in all of its programs and activities, whether 

those programs and activities are federally funded or not. 


